
NOVA GUIDES, INC.
P.O. Box 2018 · Vail, Colorado 81658 · 719-486-2656

THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT.
IT IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT.   READ BEFORE SIGNING.

1.   ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISK:  I acknowledge that the following describes 

some, but not all of, the risks that I might encounter on a whitewater 

rafting trip or other water sport activity ("the activity"): 1) Rapids may be 

long and congested and rescue conditions may be difficult or impossible and 

that I may have to perform self-rescue; 2) I understand that rafting and 

water-related activities have certain inherent risks associated with them, 

including falling from a raft or a canoe, drowning, encountering natural 

dangers, such as rapids, logs, trees, rocks, shallow water, deep water holes, 

man-made hazards, such as log jumps, log jams, bridges, and equipment 

failure; 3) That I can be washed overboard or raft/boats can flip in rapids, 

which can result in any, but not limited to, (a) prolonged exposure to cold 

water (hypothermia) leading to impaired health or death; (b) injuries 

sustained from the raft and its supplies and/or equipment or from obstacles 

in the riverbed, such as flowing debris or rocks; and (c) death by drowning; 4) 

That accidents or illnesses can occur in remote places without medical 

facilities and like all outdoor activities, rafting involves the risk of 

exposure to inclement weather, which can result in personal injury, 

property damage, or death; 5) That rafting can be a strenuous activity which 

should not be participated in by persons with heart or cardiovascular 

ailments; 6) That accidents can occur in getting on and off the raft or during 

scouting and "portaging" (the act of carrying rafts or equipment around 

rapids deemed unsafe to run) 7)  That personal injuries can result from 

slipping or tripping on rocks and/or other obstacles along the riverbank 

while getting on and off the raft or during scouting and "portaging"; 8) That 

the actions of other rafters may also cause loss or damage to equipment, 

accidental injury to participants, illness or, in extreme cases, permanent 

trauma or death. 

I understand the description of these risks set forth above is not complete 

and that other unknown or unanticipated risks may result in injury, illness 

or death.

2.   EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND RESPONSIBILITY:  In recognition of the inherent risk of "the activity" as set forth 
above, which I and any of the children for which I am responsible, will engage in, I certify that myself and my family, including minor 
children, are in excellent physical condition and health and are fully capable of participating in the "activity" that I have chosen.  I/We 
participate willingly and voluntarily and I assume full responsibility for personal injury, accidents or illness, including death, and any 
expenses as a result thereof.  I also assume responsibility for damage to or loss of personal property.  I assume all risks of personal 
injury, accidents and/or illness, including, but not limited to, sprains; torn muscles and/or ligaments,  fractured or broken bones; eye 
damage; cuts, wounds, scrapes, abrasions and/or contusions; hypothermia exposure; head, neck or spinal injuries; animal bites, insect 
bites, shock, paralysis, drowning and/or death.
3.   WAIVER AND RELEASE:  As lawful consideration for my being allowed to participate in "the activity," I,  on behalf of myself, 
my family, heirs, successors, assigns, and anyone claiming any interest through me, hereby KNOWINGLY, INTENTIONALLY, AND 
VOLUNTARILY WAIVE, RELEASE, INDEMNIFY, AND AGREE TO HOLD HARMLESS NOVA GUIDES, INC., and all its 
officers, directors, employees, affiliates, shareholders, volunteers, and agents of Nova Guides, Inc., the U.S. Forest Service, and the 
U.S. Government (collectively referred to as the "Released Parties") FROM ANY AND ALL ACTIONS, SUITS, CLAIMS, 
DAMAGES, AND LIABILITY (INCUDING ATTORNEYS' FEES AND COSTS) THAT I, my family, heirs, successors, assigns, and 
anyone claiming any interest through me, MAY HAVE FOR ANY DAMAGE, INJURY, PARALYSIS, LOSS OR DEATH TO 
MYSELF OR ANY OTHER PERSON OR PROPERTY ARISING OUT OF MY PARTICIPATION IN "THE ACTIVITY," whether 



such any damage, injury, paralysis, loss or death results from the NEGLIGENCE of any of the Released Parties or from some other 
cause.
5.   BY SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT, it is my intent to release, waive, hold harmless and indemnify all of the released parties from 
all liability connected with my participation in "the activity" (including, but not limited to, negligence of the released parties, whether 
passive or active) and personally assume all risk of injury or death.  I understand that the terms of this document are contractual and 
not a mere recital and understand that I would not be permitted to participate in "the activity" without entering into this agreement.  I 
have signed this document voluntarily and of my own free will.  
6.   I UNDERSTAND that my participation in the rafting activity may be photographed and promoted by Nova Guides, Inc., and in 
consideration for permission to participate in "the activity," I hereby give permission to all of the released parties to use my likeness 
for promotional purposes.
7.   THIS DOCUMENT shall be governed by and interpreted under the laws of Colorado, without regard to conflict of laws or 
provisions.  If any lawsuit or claim is brought regarding my participation in the rafting activity or water-related sports, I agree that 
jurisdiction and venue for such suit shall be brought in Eagle County, Colorado, and hereby irrevocably waive any other jurisdiction or 
venue to which I or my estate might otherwise be entitled.
8.   I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD this liability release and express assumption of risk and sign this document on behalf of 
myself and my heirs.   My signature on this document indicates that I have read the entire document, understand it completely, 
understand that I am waiving valuable legal rights by signing the same, and agree to be bound by its terms.  

Signature:  ___________________________Date________ Print Name:  ______________________________

S i g n a t u r e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D a t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P r i n t N a m e : 

______________________________ 

S i g n a t u r e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ D a t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P r i n t N a m e : 

______________________________ 

Signature:  ___________________________Date________  Print Name: ______________________________

Signature:  ___________________________Date________  P r i n t N a m e : 

______________________________ 

Signature:  ___________________________Date________  Print Name: ______________________________

Signature:  ___________________________Date________  P r i n t N a m e : 

______________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________ State : _____    Zip Code:_________ Country: ________________________

Phone Number: __________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian (if under 18 years):  _________________________________________________            

Age(s) of minors with printed name:____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________



Trip: _____________________________________

Guides:  __________________________________

_________________________________________

Trip Leader: _______________________________

Name on Reservation:

_________________________


